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expected to shift for themselves. They are paid a paltry
vacating expense which carries them nowhere. Their occu-
pation is gone. They have to build their cottages and search
for their livelihood. These people do not vacate out of a spirit
of patriotism. When this incident was referred to me a few
days ago, I wrote in these columns that the dispossessed
people should be asked to bear their lot with resignation.
But my co-workers protested and invited me to go to the
evacuees and console them myself or send someone to
perform the impossible task. They were right. These poor
people should never have been treated as they were. They
should have been lodged suitably at the same time that they
were asked to vacate.

People in East Bengal may almost be regarded as
amphibious. JThey live partly on land and partly on the
waters of the rivers. They have light canoes which enable
them to go from place to place. For fear of the Japanese
using the canoes the people have been called upon to
surrender them. For a Bengali to part with his canoe, is
almost like parting with his life. So those who take away
his canoe he regards as his enemy.

Great Britain has to win the war. Need she do so at
India's expense? Should she do so?

But I have something more to add to this sad chap-
ter. The falsity that envelops Indian life is suffocating.
Almost every Indian you meet is discontented. But he will
not own it publicly. The Government employees high and
low are no exception. I am not giving hearsay evidence.
Many British officials know this. But they have evolved the
art of taking work from such elements. This all-pervading
distrust and falsity make life worthless unless one resists it
with one's whole soul.

You may refuse to believe all I say. Of course I shall
be contradicted. I shall survive the contradictions.

I have stated what I believe to be the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth.

My people may or may not approve of this loud
thinking. I have consulted nobody. This appeal is being
written during my silence day. I am just now concerned
with Britain's action. When slavery was abolished in America